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Background 

The HELCOM Stakeholder Conference focusing on the update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan (BSAP) was held 
on 3 March 2020 in Helsinki, Finland. The Conference was organized to collect views from a broader group 
of stakeholders on key issues for the updated BSAP, including the proposal of actions to be considered for 
the update of the plan.  
 
The Conference had four parallel sessions of which the sessions on Biodiversity considered actions related to 
biodiversity, conservation and restoration measures for the updated BSAP, among other topics. 
 
Overall key messages from the parallel session on Biodiversity included the importance of considering spatial 
protection measures in the updated BSAP and the urgency of developing a common understanding of the 
concept and implementation of ecosystem-based management. 
 
The parallel sessions developed a number of proposals for possible new actions and measures to be 
considered for the undated Baltic Sea Action Plan. The suggested actions which are of relevance for State 
and Conservation WG are outlined in table 1 in this document. If the Meeting finds the new proposals from 
the Conference relevant for consideration as a new action for the updated BSAP, additional background 
information would be required as in the format for synopses. This could be achieved either by drafting at the 
Meeting or contacting the person or organization that made the proposal at the HSC. 
 
In addition to developing proposals for new actions the sessions provided input and proposals for 
elaboration for a number of the existing synopsis. These suggestions will be taken into account in the 
further work of the HELCOM WGs and workshops and are presented in document 3J-5 Attachment 1 to this 
meeting. 
 
The outcome from the Conference is available via this link on the HELCOM website. 

Action requested 

The Meeting is invited to consider inclusion of actions of relevance to HELCOM State and Conservation 
proposed (as outlined in table 1 of this document) at the 2020 Stakeholder Conference as new actions for 
the updated BSAP. 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%2041-2020-679/MeetingDocuments/3-1%20Outcome%20of%20the%202020%20HELCOM%20Stakeholder%20Conference.pdf
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Actions of relevance for State and Conservation considered or proposaed 

at the 2020 HELCOM Stakeholder Conference 
 

The HELCOM Stakeholder Conference 2020 provided the opportunity to collect views from a broader group 

of stakeholders on key issues for the updated BSAP. Besides the plenary sessions, the HELCOM Stakeholder 

Conference also featured four parallel sessions on the main segments of the Baltic Sea Action Plan. The 

parallel sessions offered stakeholders the possibility to actively participate in the BSAP update process. The 

four sessions were: 1) Biodiversity, 2) Sea-based activities, 3) Eutrophication and 4) Hazardous substances 

and litter. 

The parallel sessions sought to make use of the knowledge of HELCOM stakeholders to provide valuable 

insights and inspiration for the BSAP update process. In the parallel sessions the stakeholders were able to 

share their views on the BSAP update and propose recommendations, concrete actions or any other valuable 

inputs supporting the implementation of the updated BSAP. The synopses which had previously been 

submitted to HELCOM (see documents 3J-5) were available to the participants and they could provide 

comments to them, in addition to also preparing proposals on new actions. The participants of the parallel 

sessions were furthermore invited to prioritize among the proposals through voting (each participant was to 

give three votes to the favourite proposal, two to the second, and one to the third), resulting in a set of 

proposals supported by a majority of attendants to the respective session. 

The outcome of the sessions was presented in a summarized way during the closing plenary session of the 

Conference and a more detailed outcome was presented to HELCOM 41-2020. 

Proposals for the updated BSAP related to biodiversity, conservation and restoration was considered in the 

Biodiversity session, proposals related to fisheries management and restoring stocks, underwater noise and 

seabed loss and disturbance were considered in the Sea-based activities sessions and proposals related litter 

were considered in the session on Hazardous Substances and Litter. 

Proposals prioritized in the Biodiversity session were: 

- Establish an effectively and equitably managed, ecologically representative and well-connected 

system of highly protected marine protected areas (MPAs), covering a minimum of 30 % of the 

Baltic Sea area by 2030 

- Designate no-use marine protected areas, that also function as scientific reference areas 

- Strengthening the management of the Baltic Sea MPA network by introducing key management 

elements to increase effectiveness of protection 

- Joint action to form a common understanding of ecosystem based management by 2023. 

- Follow-up and knowledge sharing to restore coastal fish communities 

- Seasonal closures to restore coastal fish communities. 

- Mandatory use of Acoustic Deterrent Devices or other effective mitigation measures to minimize 

bycatch of the Baltic Sea harbour porpoise (Phocoena phocoena) 

- Restore functional populations of Baltic sturgeon by implementing HELCOM Baltic Sea Sturgeon 

Action Plan 

- Prioritising mitigation measures in rivers for eel and other fish migration. 

- Nine synopsis covering restauration of habitats and biotopes (considered jointly). 

- Enhanced protection of coastal fish habitats. 

- Protection of habitats. 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HELCOM%2041-2020-679/MeetingDocuments/3-1%20Outcome%20of%20the%202020%20HELCOM%20Stakeholder%20Conference.pdf
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- Establishing a harmonized eDNA methodology and start a baseline monitoring system throughout 

the Baltic Sea. 

Proposals of relevance for the work of State and Conservation prioritized in the Seabased Activites session: 

- Initiate the process to conclude a more complete set of criteria to indicate the health of a fish 

stock, besides fishing pressure and biomass criteria also including size and age distribution 

- Updating the efforts to limit the impacts of bottom disturbing activities 

- Analysis of pressures affecting fish stocks 

New proposals relevant for the mandate of State and Conservation developed at the Stakeholder 

conference are presented in Table 1 for consideration. 

Table 1. New proposals relevant for the mandate of State and Conservation developed at the 

Stakeholder conference 

Topic 
Proposal Elaboration 

Habitats and 
biotopes 

Prepare action plans for threatened habitats Based on the HELCOM Red List of threatened 
habitats  
-evaluate for each habitat the pressures and 
produce a management plan, if relevant 
include threatened species linked to the 
habitat in the management plan.  
Not only should the plan be produced but 
also: to implement identified measures and 
follow up with monitoring and adapt as 
required. 

Species 

Transboundary management plan for 
critically endengared species sea spawning 
grayling 

Prepare and adopt a management plan for 
the critically endangered sea spawning 
grayling, which is transboundaray, covering 
the full distribution of the species and with 
emphasis on spatial and temporal protection 
of its spawning areas.  
Joint implementation with the objective of 
improving the status of grayling with the 
ultimate aim of the species being taken off 
the Red List. 

Other 

Stronger cooperation between BALTFISH and 
relevant HELCOM working groups (HELCOM 
Fish and State and Conservation including 
relevant EGs) 

Objective: effective conservation measure for 
endangered species including a common 
understanding of key principles e.g. 
Precautionary approach, ecosystem-based 
management 
Establish process for collaboration: 
*continues meetings 
*HELCOM participation in BALTFISH and vice-
versa 
*knowledge exchange, e.g assessment, 
shared prioritisation 



STATE & CONSERVATION 12-2020, 3J-10 
 

 

Page 4 of 4 
 

Species 

Active restoration and restocking of 
candidate species (populations).  

Step 1: identify candidate 
species/populations for which restocking 
measure are needed and feasible 
Step 2: develop plan and measures for 
identified candidate species/populations 
Step 3: carry out measures and evaluate 
Proposed example species: eastern baltic cod 

Climate change 

Monitor the effect of sea ice loss on 
ecosystem functioning 

coverage of sea ice will diminish which will 
have a direct impact on ringed seal 
population. It will also have an impact on 
phytoplankton composition and time at 
bloom thus having impact on food web 
dynamics. 
Sea ice loss may also inrease water column 
mixing and turbulance, possibly have 
influence on salinity in some regions -> hence 
its loss could have wide environmental and 
social impacts 
Monitoring approaches could include use of 
satellite and other appropriate approaches 

Climate change 

Ensure climate change is incorporated into all 
HELCOM monitoring and measures. 

Climate change will impact the entire Baltic 
Sea ecosystem; its species and habitats, and 
should therefore be included as an 
overarching impact in all activities, such as 
monitoring 

Fisheries 
management 

Operationalize all criteria of GES/healthy 
stocks to all fish stocks (commercial and non-
commercial,non-regulated) 

Without a full set of criteria, we miss crucial 
elements of the statuses of fish stocks. 
Fishing pressure is clearly insufficient as 
indicator of a fish stock as healthy or not. 

Litter 

Consistent approach and databasing for litter 
to provide solid assessment 

 

 

 


